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GRADUATION PROGRAM

Master of Ceremonies
Dr. Lawrence VanHook, D.Min.
Chair, African & African American Graduation
President, Peralta Association of African American Affairs (PAAAA)

Musical Director, Marcus VanHook

Processional Gregory Hodge, Esq., Drummer

Master of Ceremonies Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min.

Greetings & Invocation Bishop Lawrence Brandon, Pastor Evergreen MBC

Libation Gregory Hodge, Esq.

Musical Selection Black National Anthem—Lift Every Voice & Sing (Lyrics page 3)

Occasion Gregory Hodge, Esq.

Introduction of Chancellor Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min.

Welcome & Recognition Dr. Tammeil Gilkerson, Ed.D., Chancellor, Peralta Community College District

Board of Trustees

College Presidents:

Dr. Denise Richardson, Ed.D., Berkeley City College
Ms. Melanie Dixon, College of Alameda

Dr. Rebecca Opsata, Ph.D., Acting, Laney College
Dr. David Johnson, Ph.D., Merritt College

Recognition of PAAAA Scholarship Recipients Douglass Cobb, Chair, PAAAA Scholarship Committee
Recognition of Peralta Honorees Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min.

Gone but not Forgotten - In Memoriam Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min.

Graduate Student Speaker Vanessa Irene Foreman Vargas BCC, PAAAA Scholarship Awardee
Musical Selection Ashling Cole, Guest Soloist

Introduction of Keynote Speaker Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min.

Keynote Speaker Rowena Brown At-Large Oakland, City Councilmember

Kenté Cloth Proclamation Ramona Butler, EOPS/CARE Coordinator, Berkeley City College
Introduction of Class of 2025 Graduates Dr. Tammeil Gilkerson, Ed.D.

Benediction Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min.

Processional Class of 2025 Graduates



BLACK NATIONAL ANTHEM

125t Year Anniversary

Lift every voice and sing, till earth Heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty

Let our rejoicing rise, high as the list'ning skies,
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea

Sing a song, full of the faith that the dark past has taught us
Sing a song, full of the hope that the present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun,

Let us march on till victory is won

Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast’'ning rod
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our fathers signed?

We have come, over a way that with tears has been watered,
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the
slaughtered;

Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
Thou Who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou Who has by Thy might, led us into the light,
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.

Lest or feet, stray from the places, our God,
where we met Thee,
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world,
we forget Thee,
Shadow beneath Thy hand, may we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.

Lift Every Voice and Sing
--James Weldon Johnson

HISTORY OF THE KENTE CLOTH

WHAT IS KENTE CLOTH?

Kenté is an Asante ceremonial hand-woven cloth. Historical
accounts trace its origin to the early weaving traditions of West
African Kingdoms between 300 A.D. and 1600 A.D. Kenté as
we know it today, was developed in the country of Ghana
during the 12th century A.D. It received its name from the
term "kenten", which means "basket", because of the cloth's
resemblance to the woven design of a basket. Kings, Queens,
and important figures of state in Ghanaian society wore the
cloth during ceremonial events and special occasions.

Like most of Africa's visual art forms, Kenté is a visual
representative of history, oral literature, religious belief, social
values, and political thought. Kenté is reserved for very
important social or religious occasions and is not meant to be
used for commonplace activity, or ordinary wear. Today, as
those of the African Diaspora gain a renewed sense of pride for
their motherland, they wear the Kenté cloth for inspiration and
as a reflection of the connection to their African ancestors.

WHAT IS THE DONNING OF THE KENTE?
Donning of the Kenté is a ceremony to commemorate the
transition of graduates of African descent, Africans, African

Americans, Caribbean and Pacific Islanders, from one historical
moment in their lives to the next.

At Peralta Colleges (College of Alameda, Berkeley City College,
Laney College, and Merritt College), the Donning of the Kenté
is the Rite of Passage for those persons who have taken the
journey through their educational programs and are now
graduating to the next leg of their life's journey where service
and scholarship merge for the glory of God, and the liberating
healing of our various communities.

"Proclamation"

It was for this day that your ancestors rejoiced to see your
birth, because they believed that you were the one of promise;
the one who would move your family's legacy forward and
closer to their vision of a prosperous future. May all of your
family's hopes for a bright future be mingled with yours and
completely realized because you are a graduate of the Peralta
Community College District. Together, with the ancestors we
rejoice at this great accomplishment by exclaiming . . .

"Nyame meda wo ase!" . ... "Thank You God!"



PERALTA ASSOCIATION OF AFRICAN AMERICAN AFFAIRS

The Peralta Association of African American Affairs (PAAAA) is an affiliate of the Western
Region Council on Black American Affairs (WRCBAA) and the National Council on Black
American Affairs (NCBAA), which are committed to:

#+ Improving educational opportunities and professional development for African
American/Black students, faculty, staff and administration.

4+ Developing collaborative relationships with educational, business, and public service
institutions with compatible goals.

4+ Networking to maximize the achievement of career goals for African American/Black
students, faculty, staff, and administrators.

4+ Ensuring the articulation of positions on issues affecting African American/Blacks in the
formulation of policy and decision-making.

The Peralta Association of African American Affairs (PAAAA) recognizes the accomplishments
of African American students attending Berkeley City College, College of Alameda, Laney
College and Merritt College, who demonstrate academic achievement, leadership skills, and
community service in the various communities where they live, work and study.

Be part of the reemergence to support Black student success!

DONATE TO PAAAA

A gift of any amount to the Peralta Association of African American Affairs (PAAAA)
Scholarship and/or Graduation fund can help students achieve their dreams.
With your assistance, PAAAA can continue to provide students with scholarships and celebrate
their accomplishments.

Scan this QR code to donate to Scan this QR code to donate
the PAAAA Scholarship fund. to the Black Graduation fund.




PAAAA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Jaden Grizzle
Berkeley City College

Vanessa Irene Foreman

Berkeley City College

Jamal Hamilton
College of Alameda

AW Christopher Dalton
Laney College

Shakon Miller Jr.
Laney College

Tamara Copes
Laney College

Jayla Flores
Merritt College

CELESTINA NSINGANG NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR
MBIANDA THE ADVANCEMENT OF

INTERNATIONAL AWARDEE COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP)

Luwam Gebrezgiabhier
Berkeley City College

« Xanthony Chisley
Merritt College

Alvin Adandono
Laney College




PERALTA HONOREES

Tauheeda Anderson Shanice Millican
Umoja / Sankofa Project Program Specialist, Umoja-UBAKA
Manager Student Success

Merritt College Laney College

Shannon Penn

Counselor, Umoja Coordinator
Berkeley City College

IN MEMORIAM

Victor Flint Outreach Specialist, Berkeley City College

Linda King, English Professor, Berkeley City College

Alzie May Roberts- Counselor, College of Alameda

Imogene Brewer- EOPS /CARE Counselor, Laney College

Sandra McGee- EOPS Counselor/Coordinator, Laney College

Laverne Stewart-Staff Assistant- Facilities, Laney College



KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Rowena Br OWN, At-Large Oakland, City Councilmember

Rowena Brown was sworn in as Oakland's Councilmember, At Large, on January
6th, 2025. She is a proud East Bay native with deep roots in Oakland and a
lifelong commitment to public service. An alumna of the Peralta Colleges,
Rowena credits her time there as a pivotal moment that launched her
educational journey as a student of African American Studies and Political
Science.

As a student leader of the Associated Students of Laney College and the Inner Club Council, she formed the Laney
Law Society. She led initiatives to increase student engagement on campus and brought back the acclaimed Laney
Day to uplift the spirit of all on campus. She is a graduate of Laney College, Mills College, and the University of
California College of the Law, San Francisco.

Rowena also brings a wide range of experiences to her new role, having served as a State Legislative District
Director, City of Oakland constituent services coordinator, workforce development coach, civics education teacher,
and award-winning community organizer. As Councilmember, Rowena is focused on bringing increased
transparency, collaboration across all levels of government, and creating transformative change for all Oaklanders.

STUDENT SPEAKER




Vanessa Irene Foreman Vargas, is a Psychology major

at Berkeley City College and part of the Umoja Community
Leadership.. Through the Umoja Community, Vanessa has worked to
create culturally relevant spaces that support the success and mental
wellness of Black students, and with the Undocumented Community
Resource Center (UCRC), which provides vital resources and advocacy
for undocumented students. Vanessa has been accepted to University
of California Berkeley and University of California Davis and will be

| attending University of California Berkeley in Fall 25.



HONORED GRADUATES

Berkeley City College

Abney, Dominic Ali
Adeboye, Divine Mercy
Akanle, Oluwatunmise Favour
Allen, Lenise

Allen, Makida

Appleberry, Carla Isabel
Ashford, Naomi Angelina
Ashorobi, Maya Maryam
Bates, Isaac Z

Brown, Yolanda Patrice
Climens Jr., Dez Lorenzo
Coates, Jzenae A

Cobb, Dazani Shaundrea Jean
Courtney, He'Sheem

Davis, Taijaa

Dauvis, Erica Renee

Diallo, Maguette

Duchine, Lonisha La'Chanae
Edwards, Michelle

Fields, Denise Late
Flannigan, Bobbi Shakira Dama'Janae
Frawengel, Abraham
Gebrekristos, Liona B
Ghafari-Saravi, Sofia Azizah
Gillis, OmariJ

Golden, Enrique

Gonzalez Lopez, Rosalina
Goodwin, Donel J

Graham, Endenezjia
Grinage, Serina

Hanks, Tatiana Avalos
Harris, Naja

Henke, Tatiana

Hubbard, Maria-Stefanie
Hunt, Andaiye Elon
Jennette, Jessica Janae
Johnson, Kelly

Jones, Caira

Kendricks, Jamaia Nicole
Lane, Rashon I.

Lee, Elsie Joyce

Lindo, Erica Denise
Longoria, Briana Ariel
Marr, Tia

McCoy, Sobrante Monique

Swain, Juanita

Tarpeh, Sarwieh Tzogan
Thomas, Alyssa Marie
Thomas, Camara Ivonda
Thomas, Alexandria Nicole
Thomas, Jlissa

Tisdale, Marcus Shaun
Tissi, William Lebris

Tobor, Maelani

Tsegay, Asmerom Hadgu
Turner, Lauren

Walker, Ronetta

Webster, Jaliyah Andrea Marie
Wheeler, Carmen Monique
White, Desiree

White, Darius Louis
Williams, DeQuisha
Wilson, Brittany

Wright, Donnell Marshal
Zenn, Sophie MarieLeuna

College of Alameda

Abrham, Saron Sereke
Ali, Osman

Arikawa, Faith Hiroko
Bess, Rashaad

Bizzell, Aubriaun
Carter, Michelle M.
Chin, Yvonne Marie
Cost, Alicia

Dorsey, Shanieya
Ealy, Dwayne

El Amin, Fatimah A
Garrett, Alisa Annette
Gunn, Brandon
Harper, Brittany
Harris, Jameisha Monique
Jack, Tatiana R
Jefferson, Michael Isaiah
Jenkins Sue, Cathy
Johnson, Shemicka
Jones, Serenia
Khourchech, Ouahiba
Meredith, Shanelle
Mitchell, Juwan

Laney College
Adeboye, Divine M.
Adehnoom, Daniel
Adkins, Demani Levay
Agee, Gerald L

Akanza, Hugues Laurent Agbale
Allen, Donisha

Allen, James Lee

Andjou, Yah V
Armstrong, Earl C
Ashford, William
Bacchues, Rodney Willam
Bagley, Brighton

Barry, Victor

Battle, James A.

Benson, Latanya

Benton, Cassandra

Berry, Ervin W
Blair-House, Nehemiah
Bolden, John Andrew
Bowser, Cedric

Branner, Eryanna

Braziel, Eric Christian
Brittney, Catolos

Brooks, Robert Leon
Brown, Lover Jean
Brown, Tamar

Bryan, Sasha Shakira
Burke, Evonna M.
Bus-Kwofie, Samuel
Butler, Keven

Byars, Latrice

Camel, Mahogany Shawnte
Carey, Sheelah Revon
Carmans, Thomas Jeshuron Walter
Carpenter, Roshenna
Carr, Unique'Ka Dion
Catolos, Brittney Lashay
Coleman, Theresa Lynn
Compton, Bryon Lavell
Corley, Arafel Marie
Crawford, Eric Desuan
Curry, Darius Jamal
Curry, Taela C.

Cyrus, Karla Patrice

Daba, Samuel Seifu



Miller, Jahi A

Mills, Jessie

Nguemetcha, Dorane Elisee
Oladunjoye, Maleek
Ousley-Watson, Janika S
Page, Raylon Pearl

Perry, Janai Christina
Powell, Malika B

Ray, Jackeerah D

Ross, Ruth E.F.
Samuels-Secrease, Zsanna
Scott, Tracy Antionette
Scott, Larissa A

Simon, Ramela H.
Standifer, Darius

Sutton, Barbara Jean

Muanza, Saji Emanuel
Murrell, Davron Terrell
Myers, Natay
Ngamakam, Jacqueline
Norris, Jasmine Diane
Price, Aisha Dalila

Riley, Qiana M.
Robertson, Ayishia Lizzie
Ruiz, Hotilio

Salih, Afra Omar
Solomon, Selamawit
Stephens, Colinda
Tanis, Alexander Marc
Taylor, Yumeus
Wanjala, Sandra Khayanga
Weldetsadik, Yosef
Wolde, Hanan

Dair, Selamawit T.
Dansby, Donisha D

Davis, Britney Lynn Davis, Lakenya
Davis, Lakenya

Dawit, Makda Asfaw
Dempsey, Tramicah J.
Donelson, Yvette

Drawn, Channel Monique
Edwards, Larissa Marie
Egypt, Naomi Mae

Elliott, Nichole Cherise
Ellis, Shundreika

Espy, Cherie Lynnette
Eze, Latif Kam Ra
Ezebuiro, Kevin Obinna
Ferguson, Cassundra L.
Fluker, Jada Jayciana

HONORED GRADUATES
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HONORED GRADUATES

Gebregiorgis, Eyoub
Gebregiorgis, Eyoub
Gebregziabiher, Genet H.
Gebregziabiher, Genet Haile
Gebrekirstos, Kalkidan Berhe
Gilbert, Jayden Jermaine
Glenn, Nathan Lorenzo
Glenn, Ribka Jones
Godfrey, Lavon Y.

Grace, Cairo

Grant, Della

Graybill, Lache Milo

Haile, Selome Getachew
Hall, Mekeil R.

Hall, Mekeil Rene
Hamilton, Jamal

Handy, Jerin

Hardy , Anthony Melvin
Harper, Shakirah Imani
Harris, Nailah K.

Harrison, Alexis A

Hassan, Salah Abdelrahman
Heath, Jahleel Dawayne
Henry, Jeremiah J.
Hockenhull, Hasani
Hodges, Derrick

Howard, Barbara Ann
Howard, Jacqueline Denise
Hudson, Arris

Iselen, Oseremen Oluwafemi
Jackson, Cynthia Renee
Jackson, Paige

Jackson, Shirree L.

Johnson, Christian Larease
Johnson, Gary Kelly
Johnson, Janise Michelle
Johnson, Lavada

Johnson, Ryan N.

Joshua, Jada Mariah

Kabore, Ismael B.K. Kahasai, Shewit O.

King, Pamela

King, Shalonda A
Lathan, Kiente Jacques
Law-White, Miracle
Leek, Jonaya Nicole
Leslie, Shadai Monai
Lester, Sydney Nicole
Levine, Alex Leonard
Little, Tecretia Jamesa
Lozano, Tiffany Pearl
Madden , Angela D.
Madden, Angela D.
Mahnassi , Nahkoura Ajali
Marshall , Zakina A.
Martin, Phillip Depree
McCarty , Lakeisha

Mure, Clarence

Mure, Clarence Anthony
Nesbitt, Daniel Moore
"Nunyakpe, Amewoke
Ogbe, Deborah Omowumi
Okwechime, Ngozi

Omar, Sihaam Mohamed
Omowunmi, Kolawole
Onyeador, Eric Ogbonnaya
Osoba, Charise L.

Payne, Bryan James

Peterson, Paulette

Peterson, Theresa Byrd

Phillips, Tiffani Mariee

Poe, Byrisha Renee

Pope Jr., Damien Rozell

Powell, Shalonn
Preston-Hasley, Ayana

Pruitt, Lashawnda Shanice
Queen, Latwuania Sherrelle
Ragland , Assyrhea Michelle
Reese, Ahkira Nailah
Richardson, Ellise Shanay
Rico-Parker, Ciera
Robinson-Gross , Alycia Michelle
Robinson, Rondale Da'Vawn
Rogers , Maria Lynn

Sanders, Abriyelle J.
"Sapenter-Coulter, Jade "
"Shannon,

Jahsai "

Sharp, Deloris

Shepherd Jr., Lanone
Slaughter, Sheon

Sledge, Joy

Smith, Alicia

Smith, Cory Malik

Smith, Grace

Suleiman, Sadiat Oluwatimitleyin
Sumler, Shontaye Marie
Taylor, Shontale Monique
Terry, DeAndrea

Terry, Tammy Terilyn

Tesfaye, Michael Melaku
Thompson Jr, Ron

Tiffany, Brooks

Timmons, Dani janae

Tom, Mansour Yousef Abdallah
Turner, Dominique

Vaughn, Lavorizia

Vaughn, Terry E.

Victor, Nicole S.

Vincent, Michelle Emily
Walker-Harris, Dominique Shantel
Walker, Thaira Elizabeth
Walton, Langston Anthony

White, Kawana Latrice
Williams, Bethany M.T.J
Williams, John D.
Williams, Kirsten Joy
Williams, Marlonie V.
Williams, Marlonie Vernice
Williams, Marquise
Williams, Marquise Louis
Williams, Shawna M
Wilson, Jamika
Woldemichael, Wubet
Wood, Marticia

Wood, Marticia L.

Woods, Janina

Wright, Gianna Elise Lacey
Wynne, DeMarco Scott
Young, Nyree

Merritt College

Abdel-Qawi, Umar Ibn-Matin Service
Abudu, Blossom Miakiakklua
Abudu, Helen

Ahmad, Shavona

Ajayi, Joanah Mosunmola
Amare, Robel Abebe

Anders, Akiva Janelle
Anderson-Lewis, Courtney Nicole
Andrews, Mary Breanna
Anyona, Linda A.

Arceneaux, Antoine R.
Armstrong, Devin Dupree
Atkinson, Shaquila Latoya

Bailey, Myreeshia Pleshette
Baker, Barbara A.

Baker, Dedra J.

Bardell, Christian Morgan
Barnes, N'Kayla Philese

Bates, Chérie Lynn

Bean, Elizabeth Pearl

Beckford, Aja Bianca

Belaineh, Dagmawi Yilmashewa
Bell, Malique Damontay

Berry, Tiffany Jovan Bertrand, Milton
Blacksher, Orishia La'Shay Marie
Blackwell, AzSurde Jovon
Blackwood, Zina L.

Blaylock, Adrienne Christina
Bledsoe, Jasmine Haleia
Bowling, Kiara Darvonne
Bradley, Kemisha

Brooks, Asia Symone

Brown, Autumn

Brown, Isaiah Nicholas

Bryan, Zalika A.

McElhaney, Nile Ariel Disclaimer: List of graduates is pen%ﬁ@nrm\ﬂfﬁﬁi&ions by the individual college’s Admissions &utRecdiels@fflerone

Menberu, Estifanos Gelaye

Campbell, Sandra

Card, Rashida Catherine
Carey, Jamila Asha

Cason, Shatawn La'Shay
Castillo, Bryanna Leilani
Chernet, Meki

Chinyere, Ugochukwu Iheanyi

Wayne, Rashaun Rockel

Johnson, Dominic
Johnson, Jazelyn Lisa
Johnson, Khazahnique
Johnson, Naias I.
Johnson, Nayo

Jones, Aniya Cierra
Jones, Kha'La Renee

Campbell, Akabar Nas

Ross, Cierra Renee'

Rushing, Janae Michelle

Saddiki, Asmae

Salam, Malik Jalil

Sanders, Michelle Cherie

Santos Rodrigues De Almeida, Mariana
Saunders, Keith Oswald



Conley, Marvisha Moné
Cook, Shamar James
Currie, Ronnique Racilis
Cusseaux-Vital, Denise Karen
Cyrus, Karla Patrice
Darling-Jacob, Drake Lamont
Davis, Jannette

Davis, Jennifer Jalyna

Davis, Zerick E.

Dawit, Makda Asfaw
Diomande, Amy
Donaldson, Irma Jean
Douglas, Breanna

Doyle, Connor

Duewa, Tamu

Eghogho, Esosa Osaro

Ellis, Shundreika

Fields, Danea ljonna

Fisher, Tamika

Fletcher, Zarria Rae

Fleury, Sylvia

Ford, Mariah Lashley
Foster, Khilacz Novya
Garcia , Rodiya Macha
Gebrelibanos, Fikadu Destalem
Gebremariam, Thomas
Gelin, Gerlanda

George, Syniah Brea-Slyoné
Gospel, Tamela M.

Grace, Shonaqua C.

Green , Dom'minique D.
Greer, Tonia Shanice
Grier-Christopher, Issere A.
Haile, Tesfaye Tadesse
Haileselassie, Woldehiwot G.
Haley, Joshua Christopher
HallJr., Phillip

Hawkes, Jailah Marie
Hawkins, Samone Monique
Henderson, Camille Elizabeth
Hughes, Jennifer

Hunter, Marqui LaBelle
Hurd, Kaylonnie Sentel
lbrahim, Halimat Adebisi
Jackson, Cynthia Renée
Jackson, Danielle

Jackson, Delena Toni-Renee
Jackson, Latoya S.

Jacobs, Deshon L.

James, Imani Kahirah Mae
James, Maisha Marie
Jefferson , Brianna

Jemal, Ziytuna Awel
Jenning, Rymisha
Johnson-Harmachis, Af
Johnson, Dominic

Jones, Netsannet Sellassie
Junudallah, Mohammad Al-Asad
Ketema, Abimelech

Keys, Janiece Chante

Kidd, Lisa Mia

King, Tolani

Kouakou Roder, Ange Evelyne
Krystal , Jada Lexi

Lawrence, Ayonna Urenna
Leaks, Dwayne Leonard

Leche, Jocelyn Nicole

Lee, Michael Edward

Lee, Janine Renae

Lewis, David Angelo

Lomas, Keiandra Tre'hae
Longoria , Briana Ariel

Luddy, Anniece Ericka

Macias, Makhya Jazmine Marie
Mask, Shanina

McBride, Kortnei Artisha
Membreno, Mayela

Millines, Victoria Leticia
Milton, Charlotte

Mitchell, Jarrett Logan
Mohamed, Dalmar Abdirahman
Mohammed, Zemzem Abdu Ali
Mossisa, Lidiya Taye
Muhammad, Yanique Niqueria
Murillo, Mateo Q.

Murphy, Christopher Matthew
Murray, Jabari

Nails, Loren Chanel

Ndiaye, Marietou

Nishioka, Ryan

Nwankwo, Angelica C.
Nyanplu, August Loyalty
Olorunfemi, Chinelo Stephenie
Owens, Tamiya Jean

Page, Jamilah Nicole

Pettway, Soncilia

Phan, Kelly Nguyen

Phillips, Joseph Louis

Pierce, Jahiem L.

Pierre, Wisly

Pineda, Erric David

Piper, Jacqualyn

Pope, Christopher Allen
Proctor, Martell Jay

Queen, Latwuania Sherrrelle
Randall, Sonia

Richardson, Justin R.
Robinson, Ashante Nicole
Robinson, Cedric Mekhi
Robinson, Maya

Robinson, Zarrah Alliyah
Rocha, Analisa M.B.

Schenk, Tyler Maurice
Seagrave, Kai Alan
Seanpaul, Jacqueline D.
Shannon, Zaraney Ishayamae
Shaw, Latisha Nicole

Shaw, Noelle Simone
Shumate, Sonya A.
Simpson, Tiffany Gayle
Skyes, Allyse Ciara

Slone, Khyia

Smith , Tara Lindsey

Smith, Grace Antoinette
Sparks, Tiffany LaChaun
Stitt, Antoine P.

Sweet, La Sonyanette
Taylor, Justin S.

Taylor, Malachi Henry
Tekpa, Abravi Emiline
Tesfamariam, Soliana
Townsend, Bianca Vittoria
Trahan, Mariyanna Jalajah
Trice, Karena Yvonne
Tsegay, Asmerom Hadgu
Tucker, Gaysha R.

Tyree, Shameka R.

Venson, Keyana

Victor, Nicole S.

Walker, Ayana Princess
Walker, Chance Arnez Aaron
Walker, Shana Raynelle
Wanzo, Ahmad Anriq
Wartel, Chantenes Danyelle
Watkins, Keisha LaShawn
Welch-Spencer, Kristen Nicole
White, Mashariki

Whitman, Jessica L.
Williams, Aja Nicole
Williams, Ashley M.
Williams, Christian P.
Williams, Ejovwo

Williams, Josiah J.

Williams, Majhane
Williams, Raysha Lanay
Williams, Xavier Shantel
Williamsmasters, Atraiu CGMR
Wilson, Ania Kaprice
Wilson, Quanisha Daneé
Woods, Nephtha

Wright , Brittany Michelle
Zheng, Jinci

Disclaimer: List of graduates is pending approval of petitions by the individual college’s Admissions and Records Office
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WITH GRATITUDE

It takes a village...
The African & African American Graduation Committee expresses our deep appreciation to
the following. Thank you for your contributions to this year’s celebration of our graduates!

Tammeil Gilkerson, Ed.D. Chancellor, Peralta Community College District (PCCD)
Denise Richardson, Ed.D., President, Berkeley City College
Melanie Dixon., President, College of Alameda
Rebecca Opsata Ph.D., Acting President, Laney College
David Johnson, Ph.D., President, Merritt College
Tina Vasconcellos, Ph.D. Associate Vice Chancellor of Educational Services, PCCD
Alejandria Tomas, Dean of Career and Technical Education Laney College
Mark Johnson, Dept. of Marketing, Communications and Public Relations, PCCD
Aaron Harbour, Web Content Developer, Marketing/PCTV
Johnathan Freeman, Web Content Developer, PCTV
Joe Sullivan, PCCD Videographer
Marcus VanHook, Pianist
Ashling Cole, Musical Selections
Gregory Hodge, Esq.
Bishop Lawrence Brandon, Evergreen MBC
Evergreen Missionary Baptist Church Staff
Auintard Henderson, Photographer
Peralta Association of African American Affairs (PAAAA)
Arts Africains, Emeryville
Aardvark Engraving, Oakland
100 Black Men of the Bay Area
Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club
Marina Security

Your African & African American Graduation Committee

Lawrence E. VanHook, D.Min, African American Studies, PAAAA

President, PCCD, Chair, African Graduation Committee

Rose Allen, EOPS Counselor, Merritt College

Ramona Butler, EOPS/CARE Coordinator, Berkeley City College

Douglass Cobb, Counselor, Laney College

Doris Hankins, Director of Student Activities & Campus Life,
Merritt College (not pictured)

Hope Lane, Executive Assistant to VP of Student Services, Laney
College

La Shawn Brumfield, Veterans Affairs, College of Alameda
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Peralta Community College District

Board of Trustees
Louis Quindlen, Board President, Area 3
Paulina Gonzalez-Brito, Board Vice-President, Area 2,
Bill Withrow, Trustee, Area 1
Nicky Gonzalez Yuen, Ph.D., J.D., Trustee, Area 4
Cynthia Napoli-Abella Reiss, Ph.D., Trustee, Area 5
Dyana Marie Delfin Polk, Trustee, Area 6
Sheweet Yohannes, Trustee, Area 7
Pierce Byrne, Student Trustee
Sophia Parmigiani, Student Trustee

Chancellor
Tammeil Gilkerson, Ed.D. Chancellor, Peralta Community College District

Presidents
Denise Richardson, Ed.D., President, Berkeley City College
Melanie Dixon, President, College Of Alameda
Rebecca Opsata Ph.D., Acting President, Laney College
David M. Johnson, Ph.D., President, Merritt College

BERKELEY \

CITY COLLEGE

COLLEGE OF
ALAMEDA

MERRITT
COLLEGE
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